
T H E  L O R D ' S  M Y  S H E P H E R D

We, in  th  is  p resent  day,  s ing hym ns in  ou r  chu rches and seldom th in  k  abou t  a l l  the long years of  ou r  ch urch
his tory.  There were many years that  people bel ieved that  only  the songs that  appeared in  the Bib le were
the only  ones they should s ing.  Those songs are found in  the book of  the Bib le that  we cal l  The Psolms.
The Psolms have of ten been cal led the "Songbook of  the Bib le. "

Jesus knew and loved the Psalms.  He of ten sang and quoted f rom them. Down through the h is tory of  the
Chr is t ian Church many persons have g iven pra ise and prayer  f rom these songs;and the Chr is t ian martyrs
have suf fered and d ied wi th these Hebrew poems on thei r  l ips.  In  the Book of  Acts i t  is  recorded that  Paul
a n d  S i l a s  i n  p r i s o n  s a n g  P s a l m s  a t  m i d n i g h t  ( A c t s  1 6 : 2 5 ) .

Those Psalm songs are rather hard for us to sing for they do not have the rhythm, ot meter, to which we
are accustomed.  Because of  th is ,  for  many years a number of  persons at tempted to make arrangements of
The Psalms to fit familiar tunes that everyone knew. Those arrangements are called porophroses. Some of
rhose plrlphroses of the various Psalms were poorly done from a literary viewpoint for they tried to keep
the exact  meaning and stay as c lose to the or ig inal  words as possib le.  This  is  of ten hard to do.

Our hymn "The Lord 's  My Shepherd"  is  one of  the bet ter  paraphrases.  Do you know f rom which of  the
Psalms i t  was arranged? The answer is  at  the bot tom of  th is  page,  but  don ' t  look unt i l  you have t r ied to
f igure i t  out  I

One of the bcst hymnals which included only Psalm paraphrases was, and stil l is, The Scottish Psolter.
The Scot t ish Psol ter  pr in ted in  1 650 conta ined our  hymn.  Therc had been ear l ier  pr in t ings of  th is  hymnal
but  thc vers ion pr in ted in  1650 was the f i rs t  to  inc lude "The Lord 's  My Shepherd."  l t  was considered by
many author i t ies to  be the "Pr ince of  Vers ions"  (a vers ion is  the making of  a  change f rom the or ig inal )  for
i t  was said to  conta in the very best  of  the paraphrases f rom the many Psal ters (Hymnbooks of  that  t ime.)

I t  was just  a  few years la ter  that  poets and leaders in  the church decided that  poems wr i t ten by persons
who were s incere and dedicated could a lso be sung in  churches.  One of  the f i rs t  hymn-wr i ters  was lsaac
Watts .  Hc has of ten been cal led the "Father  of  Engl ish Hymnody."  Do you know any hymns he wrote?
O n e  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  a  S r e a t  d e a l  i s  c a l l e d  " l  S i n g  t h e  A l m i g h t y  P o w e r  o f  G o d . "  l t  u s e s  a  l o v e l y ,
s i n g a b l c  E n g l i s h  m e l o d y  c a l l e d  " F o r e s t  G r e e n . "  S e e  i f  y o u r  c h o i r  d i r c c t o r  w i l l  h c l p  y o u  e x p l o r e  a n d  f i n d
t h i s  h y m  n  a n d  t u  n e .

To go back to "The Lord 's  My Shepherd"  again:  Try compar ing th is  tcxt  wi th  the King Jamcs or  the
Standard Rcvised Vers ion of  the Bib le to  see how c losc ly  i t  s tays wi th the or ig inal .  l t  makes a lovc ly  poem,
d o e s n ' t  i t ?

The tune Evan was wr i t tcn by Dr.  Lowel l  lV lason,  an Ame r ican,  arrd based on a melody wr i t tcn ear l ier  by
an Engl ish c lcrgyman,  Dr .  Wi l l iam Havergal .  Dr .  Havergal ,  fo l lowir rg a ser ious carr iage acc ident  which lc f t
h im ncar ly  b l ind and an inval id  fo i  many years,  turncd to the study of  music .  He becamc a f ine organis t
and hymntunc composer .  His  daughter  a lso,  wrote many f ine hymns.  Dr .  lV lasor . r ,  who contr ibutcd much
toward making church music  i r r  Amcr ica bccome st rong arrd mcaningfu l ,  changcd the or ig inal  tune 's
metcr  so that  i t  is  easy to s ing and rcmcmbcr.  l t  f i ts  th is  tcxt  vcry wel l .  Another  tune of ten used wi th th is
Psalm paraphrase is  ca l led Cr imond.  Cr imond wi th th is  tcxt  was sung at  Quecn El izabcth 's  wedding at
Westminstcr  Abbcy in  

1 |947 
(she was at  that  r ime Pr incess El izabcth. )  Perhaps you or  your  choi r  d i rector

could locatc th is  tune in  anothcr  dcnominat ional  hymnal  so you could hear  i t  and compare i l  u t i th  Evan.
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